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EUROPEAN FASHION FAIR WAS BIGGEST TO DATE 
320 Exhibitors, including 93 from France 
and, for the first time, 11 furriers from 
Britain and Italy, showed their Fall- 
Winter '78-79 fashions at the 14th semi- 
annual European Fashion Fair in N.Y., 
March 5-8. 


Most opted to "make haste slowly," evol- 
ving current trends: TOPS & DRESSES still 


ample, but-not-exaggerated ... LAYERING 
more Bae a ey exemplified by Usch 


Se sides over snug, matching leg 
warmers ... SPORTSWEAR & SEPARATES still 
in top spot ... TROUSERS back in full 
force ... VESTS, JACKETS, TOPPERS extend 
layering ... COATS run the gamut, from 
strict little reefers, to multi-pleat- 
shouldered steamers liked by the French, 
to Craftcentre Wales’ stripeweave wool 
tweed hooded poncho-cape falling in un- 
pressed pleats all around the neckband. 


NEWEST DETAILS: BLOUSES -- wing, double, 
ruffle-edge, scalloped, shawl, bow collars: 
tucked, gathered, yoked fronts; full 


Sleeves ... SHIRTS -- tuxedo fronts, tab- 
collared oversize man's, shawl collars, 
yokes, pocket trims ... SKIRTS now move 


closer to body -- dirndl, wrap, side-button; 


pressed, all around, side-cluster pleats 
.--- TROUSERS -- narrower leg (154-17"), 
newest, end just above ankle; cuffed, un- 


cuffed, ribbed bottoms; tunnel, cummerbund, 


high rise, elastic waists ... VESTS -- 
woven and knit; open, belted, buttoned; 
oversized, cropped, bloused, squared, 
pointed, rounded; wing capped, extended 
trimmed shoulder ... JACKETS -- uncon- 





structed, unlined, double-faced, reversible; 


narrowed lapel short Spencer, rounded yoke 
smock top, drawstring blouson ... DRESSES, 
solo, or with tunic, skirt or trouser -- 
"floater," shirtwaist, chemise, blouson, 


2-piece, double; tuxedo front; low flounces. 


(continued on page 3) 
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"UPTIGHT" LOOK IS GONE FROM MENSWEAR 


It's not what you wear, but how you wear it: 


an open-collar shirt with suit and vest; 
sportcoat collar jauntily turned-u up; shirt- 


sleeves crushed into the flaring open ~ cuff 
--at elbow. New "what's" extend the "how's": 
unlined shirting-fabric jackets you wear like 
sweaters, sleeves pushed up; sweaters you 
wear like blazers; D-ring fabric belts you 
wear knotted. 


Called "decontracte" (literally: uncontract- 
ed), it was the main thrust of the 275 manu- 
facturers and designers who participated in 
the Men's Fashion Association's Spring/Summer 
Press Previews, Feb. 22-25, in Las Vegas. 


MILITARY influence, also seen in Milan RIW, 
is pervasive: Khaki, turned sleek & present- 
able; lightly padded shoulders; military 
shirts; epaulets; military ribbon trim; the 
D-ring belts; fatigue-pants-derived cargo 


pockets. 


COTTON is KING (double-knits have been 


stricken from men's lexicon) -- some pinwale, 
but mostly flat-surface -- Madras, color- 
fast plaid and solid ... Linens; silk-looks 





and-blends ... DRESS SHIRTS in subtle prints 
on white ... KNIT SHIRTS: white, with bright 
trim -- cotton lisle T-shirt revival -- full- 
fashioned silky blend Coleseta in bubble and 
boucle stitches with a hand-knit look (Van 
Heusen) ... LAPELS, TIES, BELTS a bit 
narrower ... JEANS more flared ... WALK 
SHORTS return -- Jamaicas called Bermudas -- 


boxer shorts. 





MULTIPLE LARGE POCKETS PREVAIL, always 
flapped, often buttoned down, from pleated 
safaris to important flat "bag" (pannier) 
styles ... HAT REVIVAL, burlap; panama and 
dyed raffia straw, both hand-blocked (Makins) 
..-.- SHOES: Wingtips return; palomino 
saddles, T-strap sandals, clogs with burlap 
straps, "The Shlog" ... NOVELTIES: Bag 
(continued on page 2) 





MENSWEAR (continued from page 1) 


Jacket, duffel bag unzips, becomes indigo 
denim jacket trimmed with faded-blue tape 
(Male, Inc.) -- Komfort Karrier, worn 


hidden below the knee, 2 pockets hold 
wallet, passport. 


SOME NOTABLE NEWSMAKERS: PANTS -- color- 
ful corduroy "schlump" pants, white-knee- 
patch sweatpants (Pierre Cardin) ... ATH- 
LEISURE SHORTS OUTFITS -- oversized natur- 
al linen shirt-collared pullover blouson, 
concealed placket, epaulets, button tabs 
at drawstring waist, flapped bag pockets/ 
pleat-front shorts, side-seam & besom hip 
-- putty poplin snap button safari 

jacket worn with sleeves pushed up/shorts 
with %-top, change & cargo pockets/section- 
ed hat reverses to navy (Mighty Mac) ... 
DUAL-PURPOSE COLORFULS -- swim or under- 
wear, multi-color abstract print nylon 
brief; red-blue-navy-yellow plaid nylon 
hooded cream color sweatshirt, kelly chest 
—into-pushed-up-sleeve stripe, bright 
orange kangaroo pouch pocket/woven pain- 
ter's cloth vented boxer swim trunks, side 


white keyhole neck pullover, flame red 
collar and framed chest stripe curving in- 
to short right sleeve/satin-face boxer 
shorts, red side stripe, both with emblem 
(Catalina) ... INTERCHANGEABLES -- tan- 
burgundy-navy-on-white Madras plaid jack- 
et, flap pockets/pleat-front "Bermudas," 
knotted white grosgrain D-ring belt; jack- 
et alternately worn over collared white 
terry V-neck sweatshirt, kangaroo pouch 
pocket/plain front cotton twill slacks; 
and the plaid Bermudas/tan cotton knit 
pullover shirt, white collar/tan canvas 
2-button jacket, flapped patch pockets, 


FOR HIS DRESSIER HOURS: DECONTRACTE -- 
blue-navy-on-white shirting-stripe and 
shirting-weight cotton 2-button, flapped 
bag pocket suit, pushed up sleeves, 

turned up collar, knotted white grosgrain 
D-ring belt/open-collar white dress shirt, 
-- Madras, plaid and plain, yellow tradi-- 
tional jacket, flap pockets/green shirt/ 
multicolor plaid-on-white slacks; navy- 
green-burgundy-on-cream plaid jacket/cream 
poplin slacks, knotted D-ring belt/green 
T-shirt, waist-bloused like a sweater 


DENIM suit, khaki buttons and under-pocket 
bellows/khaki vest; tweed dinner jacket/ 

jacquard silk trousers and V-neck pullover 
vest with knit back (Adolfo) ... FORMAL -- 


Wing collar shirt revival, black tie circles 
neck like black hat band on a Panama. 


HHA E TH TRE HF 
SWIMSUITS "PUCKER UP" FOR MID-SUMMER 








The maillot, super-sexy, cut ever higher on 
the hip, is No. 1, but bikinis continue. 


Puckers, shirring, vertical drawstrings put 


most of them in soft-focus. Dark and bright 


solids look freshest, newest stripes are 


mitered. Cover-up shawls convert to skirts, 
skirts to sundresses. 


MAILLOTS: Diaper-tied "sauvage," bare-back, 
plunge-front halter, solids and signature 
print; strapless, drawstring down center 
front (Halston) -- shirred "bull's eye" 


front mitered stripes, matching skirt turns 
it into dress; strapless blouson, puckered 


multi floral (Gabar) -- piped narrow striped 
"monokini" (JerSea) -- mini-maillot, picot- 
edged strapless tie-front, solid or black/ 
multicolor "Galaxy" dot halter; nude fishnet, 
lingerie lace inserts, or x-back unlined 
(Monika_Tilley/Elon). 

BIKINIS: Spandex-puckered solid cotton, 
bandeau top, or tie-front, French leg, 
mocha/raspberry/black, navy/green/marine 
Antron-Lycra bandeau, diaper bottom (Sinclair) 
-- shirred-halter, modified bottom, lacquer 
red twin print or solids; also tri-tone 
harlequin, galaxy dots, fishnet (Elon) -- 
solid or nosegay print slider bra; or piped 


NEW COVER-UPS: TERRY -- strapless long robe- 
gown, covered button front; pullover blouson/ 





..- SPANISH SHAWLS in all swim colors, worn 
as SKIRTS; beige, black velours monk's robe 
(Gottex) ... black, beige, poly jersey hip 
length classic shirt (Halston) ve SARE, 
puckered yoke floral skirt-convertible-to- 
sundress (Gabar) ... CRINKLE GAUZE -- big 
wrap cardigan, shawl collar/wrap harem 
pants, elasticized ankle (Elon). 





EUROPEAN FASHION FAIR (cont'd from pg. 1) 
FABRICATIONS: Abundance of KNITS -- light 
& airy, mohair, angora, cashmere, blends; 
featherweight poly interlock, matte jersey 
... WOVENS -- Shetland, Harris, flecked & 
iridescent tweeds; brushed, nubby, hairy; 
silk, cotton/silk, crepe, crepe-de-chine, 
satin, velvet ... PATTERNS -- haberdashery 
foulard, checks, plaids, chevron, herring- 
bone, narrow stripes; neat mini documen- 
taries and geometrics; monotone, etched 
Liberty florals; borders ... 

COLORS: Earth tones; spice, cinnamon, 
rust, juniper, cranberry, turkey red; 
gunmetal, mouse gray, lichen. 


HEHE EHH HHH HF 
IMPORTANT DATES 


N.Y. - Fall Ready-to-Wear, April 17-May 5 
DUSSELDORF - IGEDO Fall Showings, Apr.23-27 
COMO, ITALY - Ideacomo Fabrics, May 8-11 
N.Y. - Fall Loungewear Market, May 15-19 
N.Y. - Fur Market Weeks, May 15-June 16 
N.Y. - Int'l Leather Goods Show, May 16-18 
DALLAS - Fall and Holiday RTIW, May 26-30 
FRANKFURT - Interstotf-Fabrics, May 28-31 
CHICAGO - Fall and Holiday RTW, June 2-6 
N.Y. - N.A.D.I. - Display Market, June 3-8 
N.Y. - Nat'l Boutique Show, June 4-7 

N.Y. - Footwear Industry, June 4-8 

L.A. - Fall and Holiday RTW, June 9-12 
MIAMI - Fall and Holiday RTW, June 9-13 
ROME - Fall Couture Showings, July 17-20 
PARIS - Fall Couture Showings, July 24-27 
N.Y. - Plaza Shoe Preview, July 29-Aug. 1 
N.Y. - Nat'l Shoe Fair, Aug. 5-8 

N.Y. - Int'l Footwear Fashion Wk., Aug.5-8 
MIAMI - Resort and Holiday RTIW, Aug. 4-7 
N.Y. - Resort and Holiday RTW, Aug. 7-18 
L.A. — Resort and Holiday RTW, Aug. 18-21 
CHICAGO - Resort & Holiday RTW, Aug. 18-22 
DALLAS - Resort & Holiday RTW, Aug. 25-29 
COPENHAGEN - Scandinavian Menswear,Aug.20 
COLOGNE - Int'l Menswear Fair, Aug. 25-27 
HELSINKI - Finnish Nat'l Fair, Aug. 27-29 
BERLIN - Interchic Fash. Fair, Sept. 4-6 
FLORENCE - Pitti Bimbo, Sept. 5-8 

TOKYO - Textile Exhibition, Sept. 5-9 
PARIS - SEHM, European Menswear, Sept.9-12 


























PARIS - Midseason Pret-a-Porter, Sept. 9-12 


FLORENCE - Pitti Uomo Menswear, Sept.15-18 
MUNICH - Int'l Fashion Fair, Oct. 1-5 

NICE - Salon Cote d'Azur, Oct. 6-10 

MIAMI - Spring Ready-to-Wear, Oct. 13-17 
MILAN - Spring Ready-to-Wear, Oct. 9-13 
FLORENCE - Spring Knitwear, Oct. 14-17 
PARIS - Spring Pret-a-Porter, Oct. 21-25 
N.Y. - Spring Ready-to-Wear, Oct. 30-Nov.10 








ISRAELI FASHIONS: __THE_LUXE_ LOOK 

Quality replaced quantity at the Israeli 
contingent's semi-annual stand in New York, 
March 6-16. Some highlights from their 
Fall-Winter '78-79 fashions: 


LUXE KNITS: Plaid angora/mohair pleated 


skirt/side-tied vest/solid cowl neck 


blouson; angora/lambswool batwing dress, 
high neck front, low scoop back/striped 
shawl and belt (Nirkam) -- hand-knit over- 
sized angora, mohair, wool tops and jackets, 
some with hand-woven carpeting inserts/ 

leg warmer type pants/diaper skirts (P.Y. 
International) . 

2-PIECE DRESSES: Purple silk overblouse 
pleated from shoulder, front and back/full 
bias skirt, self belt; angora/wool over- 
blouse, short kimono sleeve, suede belt and 
trim/full bias skirt; Chinese "Tree of Life" 
design on front of apron skirt and back of 
red-green wool print blouse, drawstring 
neck and sleeve (Gideon Oberson) -- open- 


border print skirt/ruffle neck, elastic 
waist overblouse; 3-PIECE, cotton/rayon 
print dirndl/open bolero/solid ruffle-neck 
blouse (Adam_§_Eve) - 

OUTERWEAR: RAINCOATS -- interesting silk- 
look rubberized polyester, bright colors; 
cotton-backed leather-look polyurethane 
(Reintex) -- reversible quilted imitation 
suede/checked cotton, single breasted, 
hooded double breasted, contrast piping, 
toggle closed, beige, green olive, navy 
(Matzkin) ... CAPES -- big circle, hood 
collar, narrow back pleats; asymmetric 
hemline wool fleece/matching hemline skirts, 
black-piped desert orange or gold; full-cut 
wool/macrame capelet, red/black trim (P.Y.) 
CORDUROY -- jacket, striped brushed cotton 
lining/skirt/solid high neck blouse; 3-tone 
batwing blouson/side-leg zipped riding pants 
(Rikma) . 





COATS: SUEDE wrap, plaid mohair collar, 
lapels and lining; off-white monotone tweed, 
drop shoulder sleeves, knit collar (Ero). 
HHEEHHEHHH HHH 
IMPORTANT DATES 
DALLAS - Spring Ready-to-Wear, Oct. 27-31 
LONDON - Spring Ready-to-Wear, Oct. 26-29 
DUSSELDORF - IGEDO Fashion Fair, Oct. 22-26 
CHICAGO - Spring Ready-to-Wear, Nov. 3-7 
L.A. - Spring Ready-to-Wear, Nov. 10-13 
FRANKFURT - Interstoff - Fabrics, Nov. 21-24 





PI_BOUTIQUE BEAT _-_N.Y._EAST SIDE 

Basha, 908 Madison Ave. at 72nd, 794-8877. 
Soft, flowing cocktail & evening 
fashions, crepe-de-chine & charmeuse. 
Limited quantities in each style. 


Basuli, 33 East 72nd St., 628-5663. 
Daytime & evening clothes, exclusive 
designs, unique accessories. Elegant 
lingerie; private label cosmetics. 


Blades, 1452 Second Ave.at 76th, 734-6666. 
Four shoplets, an architectural delight: 
(1) Color related casual separates. 

(2) "Poor Little Rich Girl"--soft looks. 
(3) "Bobby Dazzler for Women"--menswear 
for women--tailored blazers, pants. 

(4) "Mon Petit Chou"--French imports. 


James T. Clarke, 979 Lexington, at 79th St, 
249-2270. Three basic designs: Draw- 
string dress; two-piece drawstring 
blouson dress; and drawstring top with 
straight or tapered pants -- bias cut, 
with controlled softness. 


Contagious, 985 Lexington Ave.,at 79th St., 
737-2743. Sportswear, daytime and 
evening fashions -- many original 
designs. Accessories and shoes. 


The Farmer's Daughter, 131 E. 70th St., at 
Lexington Ave., 794-0072. Exclusive 
designs include blousons made of Swiss 
tablecloths, gauze dresses. Hand- 
painted bags; contemporary accessories. 


Nani's Nowhere Else, 989 Lexington Ave., 
at 72nd St., 744-7780. Big tops made 
from antique silk scarves. Each original 
design is repeated in several fabrics. 
Special occasion clothes. 


Rita Jamie, 150 E. 72nd St., at Lexington 
Ave., 249-0704. Original designs and 
exclusive French imports. Contemporary 
looks in understated colors and luxe 
fabrics. 


NOT_TO_BE_MISSED:__MET!S_ "VANITY FAIR" 
For a visual feast, and sheer inspiration, 
The Costume Institute's current Vanity Fair 


at the Metropolitan Museum of Art (5th Ave. 
& 82nd Street) is a must. 


This remarkable and stunning exhibit has 
been mounted with infinite care, and 
tremendous labors, by Curator Stella Blum 
and her expert staff. Special Consultant 
Diana Vreeland culled 500 of the most 
luxurious and extraordinary items from the 
more than 30,000 objects in the Institute's 
collection. Many, including some recent 
acquisitions, are shown to the public for 
the first time. Spanning four centuries 
and five continents, from regional dress to 
the clothing once worn by famous personages, 
the exhibit intentionally underplays chrono- 
logy to gain harmonious effects. 


Such as the more than 50 mannequins dressed 
in fragile 19th Century lingerie, awash 
with ribbons, ruffles and lace. The group 
is dominated by a knight in 1630's shining 
armor -- more lace spilling from his metal 
plate. The entire room ("souk") is hung 
from floor to ceiling with the same Victor- 
ian print draped about the figures. 


Other displays include lavish Florentine 
and Venetian servants' liveries from the 
mid-19th Century; eccentricities such as 
tiny 3-inch long Chinese bound-feet; shoes 
with pockets for perfume and bells; and a 


colossal, yet unbelievably light, 3%-foot 


wide decorative comb of tortoise shell, 


‘once favored by Argentine ladies. It will 


all remain on view until Sept. 3, 1978. 


HHH RTH EHH HHH 
"FABRIC OF JEWISH LIFE" AT JEWISH MUSEUM 


First major exhibition of rich ceremonial 


‘textiles, dating from early-16th to 20th 


Century, a rare inspiration for contempor- 
ary design; 1109 Fifth Ave., NYC 10028; 
tel: 860-1888. Through August 27, 1978. 
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